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Marshal’s Minute-Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 

  In July of 2022, I began serving as Acting State Fire Marshal and 

submitted by first submission to this newsletter, stating it is an 

honor to be serving the OSFM.  

This month is my final newsletter as the Acting State Fire 

Marshal, and I remain honored for the opportunity to serve the 

OSFM these past 8 months. Marshal Perez created a successful 

agency, and I believe during my tenure we all have continued to 

represent OSFM properly and professionally. 

We remain proactive in planning for our agency future, preparing and submitting the 2024 

budget, and once adopted, will provide for increases in firefighter training opportunities, peer 

support efforts for firefighters and families, new dollars for research and development of 

firefighter health and safety initiatives, and new dollars to provide grants to fire departments to 

fix fire stations which have fallen into dangerous or unusable disrepair. We determined 

legislative initiatives, as well as continuously monitoring proposed bills involving OSFM and the 

Fire Service. We also have kept pace with a multitude of many things that occur every day 

necessary to keep our agency running smoothly. 

The beginning of 2023 was tough for the fire service, 8 active Illinois firefighters passed away 

from a variety of reasons, with OSFM participating in honoring these fallen. We worked to 

strengthen our policies and procedures regarding OSFM involvement and responsibilities during 

these tough times and will continue to be a part of these important events honoring our fallen. 

I want to welcome our new Illinois State Fire Marshal James Rivera into the OSFM family, who 

will officially take over leadership March 7, 2023. I am looking forward to working with Marshal 

Rivera, and I know the entire OSFM will step up to make his transition smooth and successful. 

There are a lot of moving components in maintaining and progressing our agency forward, and 

all of us play an important part in our success. I can tell you from my experience with OSFM in 

several roles, all of us working together will continue to accomplish the OSFM mission. 

I will be heading back down the hall to resume the duties of Chief of Operations. I want to 

thank Jim Bentley for a job well done as the Acting Chief of Operations. Jim also continued as 

PCS Division Manager during this period. Credit to his staff for helping him maintain this dual 

role effectively. 

I want to thank each and every OSFM employee, and your families, for your help and input 

assisting me to successfully and professionally represent the Office of the Illinois State Fire 

Marshal.  

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve you and the OSFM as the Acting State Fire 

Marshal.  
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Welcome New State Fire Marshal James A. Rivera 

The OSFM is excited to announce that James A. Rivera 

has been named Illinois State Fire Marshal effective 

March 7th. Chief Rivera has led a career devoted to the 

fire service for 33 years. Rivera has worked for the 

Chicago Fire Department since 1990. He began his 

service as a firefighter, working his way up to become 

Deputy District Chief. In 2014, Rivera served as the Chief 

of Operations for the U.S. Security and Protective 

Services in Chicago. Along with his extensive experience 

in the field, Rivera has accumulated numerous 

certifications and honors from institutions ranging from 

the Department of Homeland Security, Louisiana State 

University, and the State of Illinois. 

"I am truly honored and want to thank Governor JB 

Pritzker for selecting me to be the next Illinois State Fire 

Marshal. His incredible staff has made me feel welcome 

and has helped make this transition very seamless. I look 

forward to working with the staff at the OSFM, Illinois fire service leaders, members 

from across the state, and our industry partners to continue to build upon and grow the 

agency's mission. We have a lot of great things ahead for the OSFM thanks to the hard 

work and dedication by my predecessors, and I look forward to continuing and 

expanding this positive momentum. The Chicago Fire Department has been my home 

for 33 years and I have worked for 10 different fire commissioners, along with numerous 

other brothers and sisters who have helped shape me into the person and leader that I 

am today. Thank you to everyone at the Chicago Fire Department for an amazing career 

and I have truly enjoyed serving the city I love,” said Incoming Illinois State Fire Marshal 

James Rivera.  

Rivera is a member of the City of Chicago Community Advisory Board and the Chicago 

Firefighter Union. While serving, Rivera received both his Master of Science in Public 

Administration & Management and Bachelor of Arts in Fire Service Administration from 

Lewis University.  
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? Elgin, Illinois 

Tell us about your family? I’m the oldest sibling of three. 

My youngest sister and I are 20 years apart.  

Favorite food(s)? I love Thai food and red enchiladas.  

Hobbies? I enjoy reading a good book, going on bike rides, gardening, and traveling. I just began 

gardening two years ago. Any tips on growing corn or tomatoes would be greatly appreciated!   

What’s your favorite movie or book? I love the Harry Potter series.  

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? I enjoy all 

types of music. My playlist consists of soft rock, classical, country, Spanish, and so much more.  

What did you want to be when you were a kid? As a kid I wanted to be a lawyer.  

What’s your favorite part of the job? I enjoy meeting new people every day and listening to 

everyone’s point on view on the pieces of legislation that come to our office.  

What’s something unique about you? My family and I have a goal of visiting all the National 

Parks. We purchased a National Park passport book and take it with us on our travels to receive 

our stamps. Our favorite park thus far has been Yellowstone National Park.   

Where is your favorite place to vacation? My favorite vacation spot is Hawaii. I love being able 

to see the ocean, hike the Nāpali Coast, and learn about Hawaiian culture and history. 

Otherwise, a visit to grandma’s house in Mexico is always a good time. Feeding the livestock 

and eating fresh fruit from her trees are some of my favorite activities.   

Where is your bucket list destination? My bucket list destination is Iceland. I would really like 

to experience Iceland’s glaciers and see the Northern Lights. 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  February 2023 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 5 

 

2022 Be Alarmed Report 
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2022 Be Alarmed Report 
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2022 Be Alarmed Report 
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Black History Month 

 

  

The OSFM celebrated Black History Month during February. Although Black history can be celebrated 

throughout the year, Black History Month offers an opportunity to reflect on and share the successes 

and accomplishments of African Americans. Illinois has a rich history and a few firsts when it comes 

the black history amongst the fire service. Here are just a couple examples:  

• In 1872, the first paid Black fire company in the Chicago Fire Department is organized. This 

company is credited with the idea of using a firehouse sliding pole for quick descent from an 

upper level to the ground level. 

• In 2021, Annette Nance-Holt is appointed Chicago Fire Department commissioner, becoming 

the first African American woman to lead the department. 

This year we asked a few of our OSFM family members what Black History Month means to 

them.  
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Black History Month 
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OSFM DEI 

The OSFM is committed to building relationships 

to inform the community about our agency 

mission, particularly in Black and Brown 

communities. Roberto López, Diversity Officer and 

Hispanic Liaison from OSFM, drove to Summit, 

Illinois this month to meet Mayor Sergio 

Rodríguez. Summit Illinois is a suburb located 

outside of the city of Chicago. Based on current 

demographics, Summit’s population is around 

11,000 and over 70% of its residents are Hispanic. 

Mayor Rodríguez and Roberto connected to learn 

from each other and to explore ways OSFM and 

Summit Fire Department could collaborate going 

forward. Summit currently has 30 firefighters that 

are all serving the community on a part-time basis. On average per month, Summit responds to 

180 EMS calls, which is partly due to the Stevenson Expressway running through the 

community. This is the main request Summit Fire Department receives and has responded to a 

minimal number of fire incidents in the past few years. 

Summit will be hosting community events this upcoming spring for their residents to learn 

about other agencies. OSFM will proudly be present informing Summit residents about our 

agency mission both in English and in Spanish. Also, future outreach events in collaboration 

with Summit Fire Department and the Mayor's Office are under way.  

 

We welcome Summit to the OSFM family! ¡Bienvenidos a la famila!   

 

Kind regards/Saludos cordiales, 

 

Roberto López  
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Burbank Public School Inspector Class 
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Springfield Public School Inspector Class 
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Burn Awareness Week 

  

National Burn Awareness Week February was 5-11 and is an initiative of the American Burn 

Association. During this time, burn, fire, and life safety educators increase public awareness on 

the frequency, devastation, and causes of burn injuries as well as consistent and authoritative 

measures to prevent these injuries and how to best care for those who are injured. 

The theme for National Burn Awareness Week 2023 is “Hot Liquids Burn Like Fire!” According to 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 276,086 people received medical care for 

treatment of unintentional burn injuries in 2020, with 3,028 deaths from fire and smoke 

inhalation. Of 87 hospitals reporting to the American Burn Association registry, 91,875 people 

were treated for burn-related injuries, with 32% of those being for scalds.  

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), approximately every 60 seconds 

someone in the U.S. sustains a burn injury serious enough to require treatment. A scald injury 

can happen at any age. Children, older adults, and people with disabilities are especially at risk. 

Hot liquids from bath water, hot coffee, and even microwaved soup can cause devastating 

injuries. Scald burns are the second leading cause of all burn injuries. 

Thanks to Governor Pritzker for issuing a proclamation highlighting the importance of this week.  
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Burn Awareness Week 
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Burn Awareness Week 
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Older Adult Fire Safety 

  In 2019, out of the 110 fire deaths in Illinois, 47.6 percent of those deaths were people over 
the age of 60. According to the United States Fire Administration (USFA), older adults face 
the greatest relative risk of dying in a fire. In 2018, older adults represented 16 percent of the 
United States population but suffered 42 percent of all fire deaths. Those who are 85 and 
older were 3.8 times more likely to die in a fire than the total population. 
 
As the population of older adults increases, it’s essential to take the necessary steps to stay 
safe. People 65 and older, are twice as likely to be killed or injured by fires compared to the 
population at large. Speak with building managers and/or your family to ensure smoke/CO 
alarms are working properly. Check on elderly neighbors and encourage them to talk about 
their fire escape plans. Practice your escape plan to see if you can execute your plan and time 
it takes to escape. Keep a telephone nearby, along with emergency phone numbers so that 
you can communicate with emergency personnel if you're trapped in your room by fire or 
smoke 
 
An alarming trend has been noted by fire departments in Illinois and across the nation of 
accidents involving people who depend on oxygen. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) report that 89 percent of deaths related to fire and home oxygen use are 
caused by smoking. Never smoke or allow someone to smoke around oxygen tanks. Post NO 
SMOKING signs in every room of your home. Keep oxygen containers at least 5-10 feet away 
from any heat source. Store oxygen canisters safely and securely in the upright position, 
away from any type of heat source in an approved oxygen storage cart. 
 
For more information on IDOA Emergency Home Response Service, call the Senior HelpLine 
at 1-800-252-8966 or send an email to aging.ilsenior@illinois.gov 
 
Keep these tips in mind to create a fire safe home: 
 
• Know two ways out of every room. Practice using both ways.  
• Remove any items that may block your way out of the room or your home. 
• Discuss your fire escape plan with family and neighbors. Contact your building 

manager or fire department to discuss your plan if you need extra help escaping. 
• Keep eyeglasses, keys, hearing aids and a phone within reach next to your bed. 
• Practice your home fire escape drill twice a year. 
 

mailto:aging.ilsenior@illinois.gov
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Older Adult Fire Safety 
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Grain Bin Safety Week 

  The OSFM teamed up with the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA), to encourage Illinois 

farmers to set aside time to recognize Grain Bin Safety Week from February 19-25 and review 

safety practices while working in and around grain bins.  

According to researchers at Purdue University, more than 900 cases of grain engulfment have 

been reported with a fatality rate of 62% in the past 50 years ending in 2010. In 2010, at least 26 

U.S. workers were killed in grain engulfment accidents − the highest number on record. It only 

takes 4 seconds for a full-grown adult to sink to their knees in flowing grain and 20 seconds to be 

completely buried in flowing grain. Suffocation from engulfment is the leading cause of death in 

grain bins. 

University of Illinois Extension suggests whenever possible, don't enter a grain bin. If you must 

enter the bin, as a farm owner/operator you should: 

• Break up crusted grain from the outside of the bin with a long pole. When using a pole, 
check to see that it doesn't come into contact with electric lines. 
• Wear a harness attached to a properly secured rope. 
• Stay near the outer wall of the bin and keep walking if the grain should start to flow. Get 
to the bin ladder or safety rope as quickly as possible. 
• Have another person, preferably two people, outside the bin who can help if you become 
entrapped. These people should be trained in rescue procedures and should know and follow 
safety procedures for entering the confined space. 
• Grain fines and dust may cause difficulty in breathing. Anyone working in a grain bin, 
especially for the purpose of cleaning the bin, should wear an appropriate dust filter or filter 
respirator. 
• Stay out of grain bins, wagons and grain trucks when unloading equipment is running. 
• If it is necessary to enter the bin, remember to shut off the power to augers and fans. It is 
a good idea to lock out any unloading equipment before you enter a bin to prevent someone 
from unintentionally starting the equipment while you are in the bin. 
• Children should not be allowed to play in or around grain bins, wagons or truck beds. 
• Where possible, ladders should be installed inside grain bins to be used as an emergency 
exit. Ladders are easier to locate inside a dusty bin if there are brightly painted stripes just above 
or behind the ladder. 
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Grain Bin Safety Week 

  

WIN GRAIN BIN SAFETY EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR 

LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The Nominate Your Fire Department Contest runs 

from January 1 through April 30 and awards grain 

rescue tubes and hands-on training to help first 

responders save lives. 

The contest has attracted over 9,000 nominations and 

awarded tubes and training to 272 fire departments 

across 31 states. At least five fire departments have 

utilized their rescue tubes and training to successfully 

rescue entrapped workers. 

For more information on how you can nominate your 

department visit: 

https://www.nationwide.com/lc/resources/farm-and-

agribusiness/articles/grain-bin-safety-week  

https://www.nationwide.com/lc/resources/farm-and-agribusiness/articles/grain-bin-safety-week
https://www.nationwide.com/lc/resources/farm-and-agribusiness/articles/grain-bin-safety-week
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IFSI Minute 
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MABAS Training Summit 

  

Members from the OSFM attended the MABAS 

Training Summit in Bloomington-Normal from 

February 20-24. Acting Illinois State Fire Marshal 

Dale Simpson provided an agency update to 

attendees. The OSFM was able to connect with folks 

as they walked into the exhibit hall and answered 

questions. Thanks for having us at the training 

summit!  
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Godfrey Fire Station Groundbreaking 

  

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 

attended a groundbreaking ceremony 

for a new fire station in Godfrey on 

February 16th. This station marks a new 

era for the department and will help it 

to continue to grow and train its staff. 

Members from the community and 

Illinois legislators were on hand to help 

break ground for the construction to 

begin.  

(Left to Right) Godfrey Fire Chief Eric Cranmer, Ret. Fire Chief and President of the Illinois 

Firefighters Association Terry Ford, and Acting Illinois State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 
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Save The Date-Fallen Firefighter Memorial/Medal of Honor Ceremony 

  

The 30th Annual Fallen Firefighter Memorial and Medal of Honor Ceremonies are scheduled 

for Tuesday, May 9th. The Fallen Firefighter Memorial will be held at the Fallen Firefighter 

Memorial on the State of Illinois Capitol grounds beginning at 9:00 AM. At the conclusion of 

the ceremony, a break will allow participants and attendees to make their way to the Bank 

of Springfield Center for the Medal of Honor Ceremony.  
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100 Club of Illinois  
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Daniel Tallman Fundraiser 
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

Pictured on the left is Jim Bentley, Acting 

Bureau Chief of Operations and Greg Hay 

who served with the OSFM for 8 years. Greg 

has retired from the OSFM and was formally 

the Fire Service Outreach Coordinator.  

Enjoy retirement Greg!  

Pictured on the right is OSFM 

Attorney Tom Andryk, Shelly 

Bradley, Scott Johnson, and Jim 

Bentley at a JCAR Hearing 

concerning the PECLA rules at the 

Stratton Building on February 14. 

This group has worked hard to 

help ensure these rules are up to 

date for the Petroleum and 

Chemical Safety Division at the 

OSFM. Great work everyone!  

OSFM Central/Southern Regional Manager, 

Petroleum & Chemical Safety Louie Hertter 

(on the left) presenting Steve Cook with his 

badge. Steve is our newest STSS who just 

successfully completed his training. 

Congratulations Steve and welcome to the 

OSFM! 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


